Personality and Environmental Issues, 2025. Volume 4, Issue 1.
UDC 159.923:314.151.3-054.73 DOI: 10.31652/2786-6033-2025-4(1)-87-93

Olena Popova
Vinnytsia Mykhailo Kotsiubynskyi State Pedagogical University
Candidate of Philosophical Sciences, associate professor atthe Department of psychology and
social work
popovaelena2667@gmail.com
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-0157-4642

Milena Bondarchuk
Vinnytsia Mykhailo Kotsiubynskyi State Pedagogical University
Bachelor student
m.oleksandrivnal7 @gmail.com

THE ROLE OF A SOCIAL WORKER IN BUILDING COMMUNITY TOLERANCE TO
INTERNALLY DISPLACED PERSONS

TonepaHTHICTE € OCHOBOIIOJIOKHOIO IIHHICTIO, SIKa BU3HAYAE PiBEHB 3PIJIOCTI Ta TYMaHHOCTI Oy b-
SIKOTO CYCIIJIbCTBA. Y CYy4acHOMY CBITi, III0 XapaKTEPU3y€ETHCS YaCTUMH KPU30BUMH SBUIIAMH, MITPaIlisIMH
Ta COLAJIbHOIO HANPYTOI0, TOJIEPAHTHICTb CTA€ HE JIMIIEC MOPAIbHUM, ajie i NPAaKTUYHUM IHCTPYMEHTOM
3a0e3reveHHsT CTa0UTLHOCTI Ta COIIANBbHOT 3rypTOBaHOCTI. OCOOJMBO BXKJIMBUM 1€ TMOHSITTA € IS
VYkpainn, sxa 3 2014 poky cTHKaeThcs 3 Oe3NMpereIEHTHIMA BUKJIMKAMH, OB’ SI3aHAMH 13 BHYTPIITHIM
nepeMilieHHsM HaceleHHs. AHekcis Kpumy, BilicbkoBi aii Ha JloHOaci Ta moBHOMacIITaOHE BTOPTHEHHS
Pocii y 2022 portii mpu3Beny 10 MacOBOTO TIepeMillleHHsI MUTBHOHIB yKpaiHIiB. 3a JaHnMu MixHapoIHOT
oprani3zanii 3 mirpauii (MOM), cranom Ha kiHenb 2024 poky B YKpaiHi 3apeecTpoBaHo oHas 5,1 MijbiioHa
BHyTpimHb0 mepemimernx ocid (BIIO). lle naiOimpma KidbKICTh TEpECceNeHIliB 3a BCIO ICTOPII0
He3anexkHol Ykpainu. Li ironu, 3a/MIIMBIIY CBOT JIOMIBKH, BTPATHIIM HE JIMIIE KUTIIO Ta poOoTy, ane i
BiMUyTTs cTabiILHOCTI, COMiabHi 3B A3KHM Ta YaCTHHY CBOE€1 imenTuaHocTi. [Iponec inrerparnii BI1O y HOBI
IPOMajHM € CKJIaTHUM i OaraTorpaHHuM. [lonpu roToBHICT OaraTboX TpoMaj AOIOMaraT NepeceIeHIsIM,
ICHYIOTh YHMCIICHHI BHUITQJKH YIIEPEIKEHOTO CTAaBJICHHS, JUCKpPUMIHAIN] Ta KOH(IIKTIB. 31e01IBIIOTO 11e
3YMOBJICHO CTepeoTHnamu, Opakom iHdopmamii ado cTpaxoM KOHKYpEHLIi 3a pecypcu (KUTIIO, poOoui
MICIISl, COMIajbHI BUIUIATH). Y TakKiil CHTyarii TOJEpaHTHICTH TPOMAJM CTAE KIFOYOBUM YHHHHUKOM IS
ycmimHoi inTerpamii BIIO. Y mpoMy KOHTEKCTI comianbHi MPaiBHAKH BiirPalOTh HA3BUYAHO BAXKIUBY
poiib. BOHM BHCTYMAIOTh MOCEPETHUKAMU MiXK TEPECENCHIIMH Ta MICIIEBUM HACEICHHSM, CIPHSIOTh
HaJIarO/KEHHIO M1iajioTy, OpPraHi30BYIOTh NMPOCBITHHMIIbKI KaMmaHii Ta iHTerpauiiHi 3axoIu, a TaKoX
HA/IAI0Th TIEPECENICHIIM MaTepiajbHy, COIIaIbHY Ta MCUXOJIOTIYHY MiATPUMKY. [isSNBbHICTH COIiaIbHOTO
IpaliBHUKA CIPSMOBaHA HE JIUIIE Ha MOI0JIAHHS yTIepeKeHb 1 KOH(MIIIKTIB, ajie i Ha To0yI0BY COLIAIEHO
3TYPTOBAHOTO CYCHUILCTBA, JI€ BCI TPOMAJSHH, HE3AIEKHO BiJ IXHROTO MHUHYJIOTO, MAalOTh pPiBHI
MO>KITMBOCTI JIJISl caMopeai3arii.

g crarts mpucBsSYeHa aHANi3y KIIOYOBOI POJI COLIANBHOTO TpamiBHUKA y (OpMyBaHHI
TOJICPAHTHOCTI TPOMAIH 10 BHYTPIMIHRO MEPEMIleHnX 0ci0. Y HI PO3TIANaloThCSA CYTHICTH ITOHSATTS
TOJIEpaHTHICTh Ta i1 3Ha4eHHs IS cTa0iIbHOTO (PYHKIIOHYBaHHS I'POMAaJH, OCHOBHI BUKJIHKH, 3 SKUMH
crukarotbes BITO mix gac inTerpartii y HoBe cepefoBuine, (YHKIII COMiaTLHOTO MpaIliBHUKA Y CTBOPEHHI
YMOB JIJIs1 alanTalii epecesyeHIiB i oJ0JaHHs yIepeIKeHb, IPUKIIa1 YCIIITHIX MPakTUK poooTu 3 BITO
B YKpaiHi Ta kpaiHax €Bpomm, peKOMEHAAmii i1 MOKpameHHsI POOOTH COINANILHUX CIYXKO y ITbOMY
Hanpsmi.OcoOJIMBY yBary NpuIiIeHO TOPIBHAHHIO YKPaiHCHKOTO AOCBIY i3 MIXKHAPOTHUMU MPAKTHKAMHU.
Hanpuknan, y Himeduwnni micis mirpamiiiaoi kpu3u 2015 poky akTHBHO BIPOBAIKYBAIUCS MPOTPaMU
MDKKYJIBTYPHOI KOMYHIKallii, sSIKi 3HaYHO 3HW)KYBaJM PiB€Hb HANpPyTd MK MICIHEBHM HACEJCHHSIM Ta
TepeCeNICHIIIMA. AHATI3 TaKUX MPUKIIAIIB JOIIOMarae 3po3yMiTH, K aJlaliTyBaTH MiKHAPOIHUHN TOCBIT 10
YKPaiHCBKHX peaii.

AxkmyanvHicmy Oocnioxycenna O0OyMOBJICHA HEOOXiMHICTIO He Jjwmiie e()eKTUBHOT
inrerpauii BIIO, ane i cTBOpeHHs CyciibCTBA, 1€ TOJIEPAHTHICTH € OCHOBOIO B3aEMUH MIX JIFOABMU. LIs
myOTiKarist 0y 1e KOPUCHOTO ISl COIIIbHUX MPAIliBHUKIB, TPOMAICHKUX JiS9iB, TPEICTABHUKIB MICIICBOTO
CaMOBpSAyBaHHS, HAYKOBIIIB 1 CTYJEHTIB, SIKi JOCIDKYIOTh POOJIEMATHKY BHYTPIIIHBO MEPEMIlIEHUX
0ci0 Ta comianabpHOT iHTerparii.
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[ToOymoBa TONMEPAHTHOTO CYCHIILCTBA € BAKIMBUM KPOKOM Ha MIIAXY IO MOAOJAHHS HACIIIKIB
KpHU3H Ta 3a0e3Me4eHHs CTajJoro po3BUTKY YKpainu. CroaiBaeMock, 10 MaTepiail CTaTTi COpUsSTUMYTh
NOMIMPEHHIO Kpammx mnpaktuk pobotu 3 BIIO Ta monmomMoxyTh y (GopMyBaHHI HOBHX MiIXOMIB [0
COIIaTBHOT 3TYPTOBAHOCTI.

Knwouoei cnosa: TonepaHTHiCTh, BHYTpIIHBO mepeMimeHi ocobu (BIIO), comianbaa
3TypTOBaHICTh, COMiabHI MPaIliBHUKH, IHTETpaIlis, yIepeKeHHs, TUCKPUMIiHAIlS, afanTallisi, comiaabHa
MiATPUMKA, MICLIEBI TPOMaJIH.

Beryn: TonepaHTHICTB € OJTHIEIO 3 OCHOBHUX I[IHHOCTEH Cy4acHOTO CYCHIJIECTBA, sika 3a0e3mnedye
rapMOHiliHE CIiBiCHYBaHHS JIIOJICH 3 PI3HUMH MOTJISAaMH, BipyBaHHAMH, KyJIbTYPHUMH Ta COLIAIbHUMH
ocobmBocTsIME. OCOOIMBO BAKIIMBUM II€ TIOHSITTS CTAa€ Y KPH30BI TIEPi0 I, KOJIH COIliadbHa 3TyPTOBaHICTh
CYCHUTBCTBA MPOXOAMTH MEPEeBipKy Ha cTidkicTb. B Ykpaini, ska 3 2014 poky mnepeOyBae B ymMoBax
BIICBKOBHUX KOH(QIIKTIB Ta COINIAJILHUX TIOTPSCiHB, TOJEPAHTHICTH BHCTyNAE HE JIUIIC MOPAILHOIO
KaTeropiero, a i HEOOXiAHOI YMOBOKO JUIsI TTOIOJIAHHS HACIJIKIB MAacCIITA0HUX TIEPEMIIICHb HACCIIC HHSL.

Bracninok anekcii Kpumy y 2014 pomi, OGotioBux miii Ha JloHOaci Ta moBHOMAcHITaOHOTO
BroprueHHs Pocii y 2022 poui MinpioHM ykpaiHIiB Oynu 3MyIIECHI 3ajJUILUTH CBOi JOMIBKH Ta
MIEPEMICTUTHCS [0 IHIIMX PErioHIB KpaiHw. 3a mannMu MixHapoAHoi oprasizamii 3 mirpamii (MOM),
KUIBKICTh BHYTpilIHBO mepemimenux ocié (BIIO) B Ykpaini Ha kineup 2024 poky mnepeummia 5,1
MIJIbIOHA OCi0, 10 € PEKOPIHUM MOKA3HUKOM 3a BCIO 1CTOpII0 He3anexxHoi Ykpaiau. Li moan onvHummcs
y CKIJIQJIHOMY CTAaHOBHIIi, BTPATUBIIA 3BUYHHUIA YKIIAJ )KHUTTS, CTAOUTBHICTb, )KUTIIO, POOOTY Ta COIlialIbHI
3B’si3ku. [lepei3n 710 HOBUX TpOMaja CYIMPOBODKYETHCS UYHUCICHHUMH BUKJIHKAMHU: E€KOHOMIYHUMH
TPYAHOILLAMH, NICUXOJIOTTYHHUMHU TpaBMaMmH, OpakoMm iHopMalii Ta ynepeKeHHIMHU 3 OOKY MiCIIEBOTO
HaceJIeHHs. baraTo mepeceneHIiB CTUKAIOThCS 3 TUCKPUMIHAIIIEIO0, BiTUYBaIOTh ce0e «UYKUMU» Y HOBHX
rpoMazax Ta 4acTo MOoTpeOyrOTh MiATPUMKH B IIPOLECI aanTarii 10 HOBUX YMOB JKUTTSL.

Ha ¢oHi 1ux BUKIMKIB POJb COWIANbHUX MpAIiBHUKIB CTAa€ OCOOJMBO 3HA4ylIOl. BoHH
BUCTYHaOTh nocepenanukamu Mix BIIO Ta rpomagamu, COpusiioud HE JIMIIE BUPILIEHHIO COLUATbHHUX
npobJeM mepeceneHliB, aje i GOPMyBaHHIO TOJIEPAHTHOTO CTABJICHHs OO HUX y MICIIEBUX MEIIKAHIIIB.
Uepes iHdopmMarliitHi kammnaHii, iHTerpamiifHi 3aX011, MeAialilo y KOHIIKTaX 1 HaJlaHHS IICUXOJIOTTYHOT
JIOTIOMOTH  COLliJIbHI TPAIiBHUKK CTBOPIOIOTH YMOBHU JUJIsi HAJIArO/DKCHHS B3a€EMOPO3YMIHHS MIiXK
TIepECENICHIIIME Ta TpoMagaMH. PiBeHb TOJIEPAHTHOCTI B CYCIIIBCTBI € BaKJIIMBHM TOKa3HUKOM HOTO
3piNOCTi Ta 31aTHOCTI A0 ajanTaii y Kpu3oBi uacu. @opMyBaHHS TOJEPAHTHOTO CTABJICHHS € CKIAIHUM 1
JIOBFOTPUBAIUM TIPOIIECOM, SIKAH MOTPeOye 3yCHib He JIMIIe 3 OOKYy JepikaBH, aje il 3 00Ky KOMXKHOTO
rpoMajisHUHA, MICIIEBUX OPTaHiB BJIaJIH, TPOMaJICEKUX OpTraHi3alliii Ta COoliabHUX MpamiBHUKIB. CaMe ixHs
TISUTBHICTB CTIPUSIE 3MIITHEHHIO COIIaIbHOI 3TyPTOBAHOCTI, CTBOPEHHIO CIIPHUATIMBUX YMOB JUIS IHTErpartii
BIIO Ta 3MeHmIeHHIO piBHS couianbHOi Hampyru. Po3ymiHHS 3Ha4YeHHS TOJNEPAHTHOCTI Ta e(eKTuBHA
peaiizaiis 1 npuHIHUIIB Yy po6oTi 3 BIIO MOXyTh cTaTh OCHOBOO IS MOOYA0BU OLIbII CTA0IILHOTO Ta
3rypTOBAHOTO CYCIIIBCTBA, SIKE 3aTHE AOJIATH BUKIMKHA CY4acHOTO CBITY.

Mema: Awnaniz poji CcOLIaAbHOrO MpaliiBHUKa y (OPMyBaHHI TOJEPAHTHOCTI TPOMAIM JIO
BHYTPIIIHBO TepeMimeHux oci0. JlocmikeHHs cipsiMOBaHe Ha BUCBITIIEHHS! OCHOBHUX BHUKITUKIB, 3 IKUMHU
ctukaroThest BIIO, Ta migxomiB mo ixHboi iHTerpamii B HOBI rpoMaau. OcoONMBY yBary NPHUIJICHO
[IPAaKTUYHUM 1HCTPYMEHTaM, SIKi COLiaJIbHI MPALiBHUKY BUKOPUCTOBYIOTH AJISI TIOAOJIAHHS YIEPEIUKEHb,
3HIDKCHHSI COIiaJIbHOI HAampyrd Ta CTBOPCHHS YMOB JUIs aJlanTallii mepeceseHiiB. BiamoBigHo 10
[IOCTaBJICHOT METH I1epeA0adacTbCsl BUPIIIEHHS HACTYIIHUX 3aBIAHb!

Po3kpuTH CyTHICTH MOHATTS TONEPAHTHOCTI Ta 11 3HAYSHHS I COLiaJbHOI 3TYPTOBAHOCTI IrpoMa.

[IpoananizyBatu OCHOBHI MpoOIIeMH, 3 SKUMH cTHKaroThes BI1O y mporteci iHTerpaitii B rpoMay.

Bu3HauuTH poJib COLIANBHOTO MpamiBHUKA y (JOPMYBaHHI TOJIEPAHTHOTO CTaBJICHHS TpPOMalH A0
BIIO.

Hapatu mpuknaam ycHimHUX MPakTUK poOOTH coLialbHUX MpAaLiBHUKIB B YKpaiHi Ta KpaiHax
€Bpormu.

OOrpyHTYBaTH HEOOXIHICTh BOPOBAKEHHS CHCTEMHOTO MiAX0Ay 10 GOpPMYBaHHS TOJIEPAHTHOCTI
B IPOMaJIax.

Tolerance is a fundamental value that determines the level of maturity and humanity of any society.
In today's world, characterized by frequent crises, migration, and social tension, tolerance is becoming not
only a moral but also a practical tool for ensuring stability and social cohesion. This concept is particularly
important for Ukraine, which since 2014 has faced unprecedented challenges related to internal population
displacement. The annexation of Crimea, military actions in Donbas, and Russia's full-scale invasion in
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2022 have led to the mass displacement of millions of Ukrainians. According to the International
Organization for Migration (IOM), as of the end of 2024, there were over 5.1 million internally displaced
persons (IDPs) registered in Ukraine. This is the largest number of displaced persons in the history of
independent Ukraine. These people, having left their homes, lost not only their housing and jobs, but also
their sense of stability, social ties, and part of their identity. The process of integrating IDPs into new
communities is complex and multifaceted. Despite the willingness of many communities to help displaced
persons, there are numerous cases of prejudice, discrimination, and conflict. This is largely due to
stereotypes, lack of information, or fear of competition for resources (housing, jobs, social benefits). In
such a situation, community tolerance becomes a key factor for the successful integration of IDPs. In this
context, social workers play an extremely important role. They act as mediators between IDPs and the local
population, facilitate dialogue, organize educational campaigns and integration events, and provide IDPs
with material, social, and psychological support. The work of social workers is aimed not only at
overcoming prejudices and conflicts, but also at building a socially cohesive society where all citizens,
regardless of their past, have equal opportunities for self-realization.

This article is devoted to analyzing the key role of social workers in shaping community tolerance
towards internally displaced persons. It examines the essence of the concept of tolerance and its importance
for the stable functioning of the community, the main challenges faced by IDPs during their integration into
a new environment, the role of social workers in creating conditions for the adaptation of displaced persons
and overcoming prejudices, examples of successful practices in working with IDPs in Ukraine and
European countries, and recommendations for improving the work of social services in this area. Particular
attention is paid to comparing Ukrainian experience with international practices. For example, in Germany,
after the 2015 migration crisis, intercultural communication programs were actively implemented, which
significantly reduced tensions between the local population and displaced persons. Analysis of such
examples helps to understand how to adapt international experience to Ukrainian realities.

The relevance of the study is due to the need not only for effective integration of IDPs, but
also for the creation of a society where tolerance is the basis of human relations. This publication will be
useful for social workers, public figures, local government representatives, researchers, and students who
study the issues of internally displaced persons and social integration.

Building a tolerant society is an important step towards overcoming the consequences of the crisis
and ensuring the sustainable development of Ukraine. We hope that the materials in this article will
contribute to the dissemination of best practices in working with IDPs and help to shape new approaches
to social cohesion. Keywords: Tolerance, internally displaced persons (IDPs), social cohesion, social
workers, integration, prejudice, discrimination, adaptation, social support, local communities.

Introduction: Tolerance is one of the core values of modern society, ensuring the harmonious
coexistence of people with different views, beliefs, cultural and social characteristics. This concept becomes
especially important in times of crisis, when the social cohesion of society is tested for resilience. In
Ukraine, which has been in a state of military conflict and social upheaval since 2014, tolerance is not only
a moral category but also a necessary condition for overcoming the consequences of large-scale population
displacement.

As a result of the annexation of Crimea in 2014, hostilities in Donbas, and Russia's full-scale
invasion in 2022, millions of Ukrainians were forced to leave their homes and move to other regions of the
country. According to the International Organization for Migration (IOM), the number of internally
displaced persons (IDPs) in Ukraine exceeded 5.1 million by the end of 2024, a record high in the history
of independent Ukraine. These people found themselves in a difficult situation, having lost their familiar
way of life, stability, housing, jobs, and social ties. Moving to new communities is accompanied by
numerous challenges: economic difficulties, psychological trauma, lack of information, and prejudice from
the local population. Many IDPs face discrimination, feel like “outsiders” in their new communities, and
often need support in adapting to their new living conditions.

Tolerance is critically important in crisis situations, such as internal displacement due to war. It
should be seen as the ability of society to accept and respect the diversity of people, their beliefs, and their
cultural, religious, and social differences. The UNESCO Declaration of Principles on Tolerance (1995)
defines tolerance as “respect, acceptance and proper understanding of the rich diversity of our world's
cultures.” In the context of working with internally displaced persons (IDPs), tolerance means not only
accepting displaced persons as part of the community, but also creating conditions for their integration
without discrimination and prejudice. Its level determines how successfully the community will be able to
ensure stability, social cohesion, and effective support for IDPs. In the context of working with internally
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displaced persons (IDPs), tolerance means not only accepting migrants as part of the community, but also
creating conditions for their integration without discrimination and prejudice. Internally displaced persons
(IDPs) face multifaceted problems that require systematic solutions at both the local and national levels.
These challenges encompass social, economic, psychological, and informational aspects of their lives. One
of the main problems faced by IDPs is social isolation, which arises from a lack of support in new
communities and prejudice on the part of local residents. IDPs are often perceived as “outsiders” who are
claiming community resources: social assistance, housing, or jobs. In 2015, 32% of IDPs from Donetsk
Oblast reported that they had encountered rejection and tension in their relations with local residents. The
reasons for this were competition for jobs, insufficient resources for assistance, and the spread of
stereotypes about “privileges” for IDPs (data from the International Organization for Migration, IOM). A
similar situation is typical for modern European countries; during the 2015 migration crisis in Germany, a
similar situation was observed. Local residents in small towns believed that refugees received more support
from the state than they did. This caused social tension and conflicts, which were partially resolved through
integration programs that included meetings between refugees and local communities and awareness
campaigns. One of the most acute problems for IDPs is employment. Many displaced persons lose their
jobs due to displacement and face difficulties in finding new jobs due to a lack of qualifications, high
competition, or a lack of jobs in the region. According to a 2023 UNHCR report, 65% of IDPs in Ukraine
said they faced difficulties in finding employment. It was most difficult to find work in rural communities
and small towns, where the labor market is limited. For example, in the Kharkiv region, IDPs often took
seasonal or low-paid jobs that did not match their qualifications. In Poland, which took in over a million
Ukrainian IDPs in 2022-2023, many IDPs also faced difficulties in finding employment. According to data
from the Polish Ministry of Labor, 40% of IDPs were forced to work in low-paying jobs, despite their
higher education and experience. The Polish government has introduced retraining programs that have
helped some IDPs adapt to the local labor market. It should also be noted that moving to new communities
and losing their familiar way of life causes serious psychological stress for many IDPs. They often
experience anxiety, depression, uncertainty, and social isolation, especially if they do not have support from
their family or community. In addition to material support, psychological assistance is an important
condition for the successful integration of IDPs. Social workers help IDPs overcome anxiety, stress, and
isolation. In 2023, crisis centers were operating in the Cherkasy region, where specialists, together with
psychologists, provided counseling, particularly for children and the elderly. Such initiatives facilitate
adaptation to new living conditions..

Another important area of social workers' activities is the development of community initiatives
that promote mutual understanding between IDPs and local residents. For example, in the Vinnytsia region,
with the support of international organizations, the “Communities for All” project was implemented, which
included training sessions, workshops, and integration events. This helped reduce tensions and foster a
culture of tolerance. The experience of European countries confirms that the active participation of social
workers in integration creates the basis for a cohesive and sustainable society.

In 2022, according to IOM surveys, 80% of IDPs reported high levels of stress caused by
uncertainty about the future. However, only 40% of them sought help from psychologists because they
were unaware of the availability of services or were embarrassed to talk about their problems. In Sweden,
which took in a significant number of refugees during the migration crisis, the government introduced
psychological support programs for displaced persons, including individual and group counseling. This
helped reduce anxiety among IDPs and facilitated their integration into the community. Many IDPs face
information barriers, not knowing what services are available in their new communities. This limits their
ability to access social, medical, or material assistance. In 2023, the IOM reported that over 50% of IDPs
in small communities did not know how to contact local authorities for help. In many regions, information
was not available online or was not disseminated among displaced persons. In Germany, information
support for displaced persons has become one of the priorities during integration. Multilingual online
platforms were created where refugees could learn about available services, employment programs, and
language courses. For example, the Ankommen platform has helped thousands of refugees obtain
information about jobs, housing, and legal support.

Thus, the challenges faced by IDPs are multifaceted and require a comprehensive solution. To
overcome these problems, Ukraine needs to draw on the experience of European countries to improve its
approaches to IDP integration, based on the principles of tolerance, equality, and mutual respect. It also
needs to empower social services and take into account the role of social workers as intermediaries between
IDPs and the community in fostering tolerance:
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1. Implement integration programs that reduce social isolation and promote mutual understanding
between IDPs and local residents.

2. Implement retraining programs and create jobs for IDPs.

3. Ensure access to quality psychological assistance, especially in crisis situations.

4. Improve communication between authorities and IDPs by creating information platforms and
disseminating information in an accessible form.

5. Social workers act as intermediaries between IDPs and the community, performing several key
functions:

1. Informing the community. Social workers organize information campaigns to explain the issues
faced by IDPs. For example, in 2019, educational events were held for local residents in the Lviv region,
involving psychologists and IDPs who shared their stories. This helped reduce prejudice by 20% (UNHCR
data).

2. Integration activities. Social workers organize joint cultural, sports, and educational events where
IDPs and local residents can interact. For example, as part of the East and West Together program in the
Vinnytsia region, integration meetings were held that helped strengthen ties between communities.

3. Psychological support. Social workers provide access to psychological counseling for IDPs,
helping them to overcome stress and adapt to new conditions. In Germany, during the 2015 migration crisis,
a model of mobile support groups was actively used to work with displaced persons.

4. Mediation in conflicts. Social workers help resolve conflicts that arise between displaced persons
and the local population.

After 2014, many communities in Ukraine faced difficulties in integrating IDPs due to prejudice
among the local population. For example, in 2015, a survey was conducted in the Zaporizhzhia region,
which showed that 25% of local residents perceived IDPs as “competitors” for social benefits and jobs.
This was especially true in rural communities, where resources are limited. However, over time, the
situation began to change thanks to the active work of social workers, civil society organizations, and local
administrations. For example, in 2017, the Lviv region implemented the “East and West Together” project,
which included integration activities and joint training sessions for IDPs and local residents. This helped
reduce social tension and increase the level of tolerance in the community. After 2022, due to the mass
displacement of the population, the issue of tolerance became even more relevant. For example, in the
Dnipropetrovsk region, training sessions were held for local residents with the involvement of
psychologists, who explained how to avoid conflicts and promote the integration of IDPs. Such initiatives
have significantly improved the perception of IDPs in communities. In 2023, social workers in the
Vinnytsia region organized joint workshops for local residents and IDPs on conflict resolution and cultural
understanding as part of the “Communities for All” program. As a result, over 70% of participants said that
after taking part in the events, their attitude toward displaced persons became more positive. To reduce
conflicts between IDPs and local residents in the Kharkiv region, open meditation meetings were organized
in 2022 with the participation of psychologists, local leaders, and social workers. These events helped
reduce the number of conflicts and complaints in communities. In addition to psychological support,
socialization through participation in community initiatives and educational programs plays an important
role in the integration process of IDPs. For example, in 2023, the “United Community” project was
launched in the Odesa region, which included joint events for IDP children and local residents. This helped
create a friendly environment for young people, promoting the formation of tolerant attitudes from
childhood. A mentoring program for IDPs was also implemented in the Kyiv region, where local
entrepreneurs helped displaced persons adapt to their new environment by providing advice on employment
and business management.

It is also necessary to take into account the importance of information support for IDPs, as they
often face difficulties in accessing up-to-date information on housing, employment and social services. For
example, in 2023, “IDP Support Centers” were established in Dnipropetrovska oblast, where social workers
provided legal advice and assistance with paperwork. In the first six months of operation, more than 10,000
IDPs received the necessary information and support. Similar initiatives have also been successfully
implemented in European countries, for example, in Germany through the Ankommen platform, which has
greatly facilitated the adaptation of IDPs to the new environment.

European countries that hosted millions of refugees during the 2015 migration crisis have
demonstrated the importance of tolerance for the stability of society. In Germany, the “Wir schaffen das”
(“We will do it”) program organized multicultural festivals, integration courses, and meetings between local
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residents and refugees in communities. For example, in Bavaria, such events helped reduce prejudice by
30%. The Ankommen platform helped IDPs find information on housing, jobs, social assistance, and
integration courses.

Thanks to the platform, 90% of IDPs reported improved awareness of available services. In Poland,
which hosted more than 1.5 million Ukrainian IDPs in 2022-2023, the government supported the
organization of Polish language courses and created information platforms that explained IDPs their rights
and opportunities. For example, the program “Solidarni z Ukraing” helped strengthen ties between IDPs
and communities.

In 2022-2023, the situation became much more complicated due to the massive displacement
of people caused by the full-scale war. This scale of internal migration has placed a significant burden on
host communities, which in turn has exacerbated the problem of adaptation and integration. According to
I0M, 40% of internally displaced persons have faced prejudice from the local population. This indicates
the existence of deep-rooted stereotypes and a lack of tolerance in some communities. In addition, 50% of
residents of host communities believed that the amount of assistance provided to IDPs exceeded the
available resources of the community, which provoked a sense of injustice and social tension. All of this
emphasizes the urgency of implementing a systematic approach to IDP integration, which should be based
not only on humanitarian support, but also on long-term planning, strategic resource management, and
coordinated interaction between all levels of government.

As we can see, building tolerance in communities is a multifaceted process that requires a
comprehensive and systematic approach. In the context of the growing number of internally displaced
persons (IDPs) due to military operations, annexation of territories and social crises, the implementation of
systemic measures to ensure social cohesion is becoming an urgent need. Tolerance for IDPs is not a purely
social or cultural category.

It is a multi-component challenge that encompasses:

Economic aspects (competition for jobs and resources);

Psychological aspects (stress and trauma of IDPs, prejudice of local residents);

Information aspects (lack of awareness of IDP issues and available resources).

The following measures should be taken to address these issues:

Informing and educating the community, as outreach is a basic component of building tolerance.
Disseminating information about IDPs, their problems and contribution to community development helps
to break down stereotypes.

Organization of integration activities. Given that tolerance is formed through joint activities,
integration events, such as cultural festivals, trainings, and joint volunteer projects, allow IDPs and local
residents to interact on equal terms.

Psychological support. Emotional stability is an important condition for building positive
relationships between IDPs and communities. Psychological support helps IDPs overcome stress and helps
local residents overcome their fears of “outsiders.”

Cooperation between the authorities, social services and civil society organizations. A systemic
approach is impossible without coordinating the efforts of various structures. This includes::

1. financial support for state integration programs;

2. involvement of civil society organizations to work on the ground,;

3. creation of local platforms for information exchange.

Training of social workers. Social workers are key agents of change in communities. Their training
to work with IDPs, development of mediation and conflict management skills contributes to the
effectiveness of tolerance building measures.

Conclusion

Building tolerance in communities towards internally displaced persons is a key factor in social cohesion
and stability in times of crisis. Ukrainian and European experience shows that tolerance does not arise
naturally - its formation requires a comprehensive approach that includes community awareness, integration
measures, psychological support and cooperation between different levels of government, social workers
and NGOs. Tolerance helps to reduce social tension, strengthen mutual understanding between IDPs and
the local population, and creates conditions for economic activity of IDPs and community development.
Successful integration of IDPs is not only a moral obligation of the society, but also a guarantee of its
sustainable development. To achieve this goal, it is necessary to implement a systematic approach based
on the experience of European countries and taking into account our own experience since 2014, which
will help ensure comprehensive support for both IDPs and host communities.
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